Renal mucormycosis in the HIV patient.
Mucormycosis is an increasingly recognized opportunistic infection. It usually affects patients with debilitating conditions such as cancer, diabetes mellitus, renal failure, and extensive burns. Mucor infection has also been described in human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) patients. The most common clinical presentations are the cerebral, cutaneous, and renal forms. We describe a unique case of bilateral renal mucormycosis presenting with renal failure in an HIV-infected patient. In the immunosuppressed host, a history of intravenous (IV) drug abuse associated with symptoms of pyelonephritis should alert the clinician to the possibility of mucor infection. Blood and urine culture are often negative. The diagnosis is made histologically in most cases. The treatment of HIV patients with mucormycosis and renal failure includes hemodialysis, nephrectomy, and intravenous amphotericin in addition to antiretroviral therapy. Bilateral renal involvement with Mucor carries a poor prognosis.